
Vaccines can save lives.1  They are designed to 
stimulate an immune response — and, since your 
horse is unique, his specific response may be different 
from other horses.2   

It’s fairly common for horses to experience mild, 
temporary side effects following vaccination.3 Any or 
all of the following symptoms may begin a few hours 
after vaccination:3

          • Local muscle soreness or swelling
          • Fever
          • Loss of appetite 
          • Lack of energy or alertness 

These signs are perfectly normal evidence that an 
immune response has been stimulated. In fact, most 
species (including humans) experience similar side 
effects following vaccination. But if any of these  
clinical signs persist for more than 24 hours, contact 
your veterinarian. 

More serious side effects are rare, but can occur. They 
include types of allergic reactions that may lead to 
hives (urticaria); bleeding rash; difficulty breathing; 
colic; and even collapse (anaphylaxis).3,4 These can 
be life-threatening, so you should contact your 
veterinarian immediately.

Your veterinarian understands your horse’s unique 
lifestyle and disease risks — as well as how to handle 
and administer the vaccines that are appropriate for 
your horse’s situation. Be sure to take advantage of this 
valuable knowledge resource if you have any questions 
about vaccination. 

What to expect  
after your horse’s vaccination.
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Keeping your horse free from disease is a team effort 
— and we take our role on that team very seriously. 
If you ever have questions about your horse’s health, 
please feel free to call our clinic. 

Your horse is now current on the following 
vaccinations: 

CORE*
 Tetanus
 Eastern/Western equine encephalomyelitis
 West Nile virus
 Rabies

RISK-BASED*
 Botulism		      Potomac horse fever
 Equine herpesvirus (rhino)	    Rotaviral diarrhea
 Equine arteritis		      Strangles
 Equine influenza 	     Venezuelan equine
 Other_________________ 	        
 

Working together 
to protect your horse from disease. 
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